
Nourish NY – Connecting 
farms with those in need
A Unique Part of New York’s Covid-19 Emergency Food 

Response



The situation in April 2020

Existing food aid packages are not connecting with local 
producers:

• The second and third corona virus stimulus package includes over $48 million in 
administrative and commodity funding for New York food banks.

• New York City has committed $25 million for emergency food providers in the 
metropolitan region.

Yet we have:

• Milk dumping at dairy farms.

• Produce from last year’s harvest still in cold storage with nowhere to go.

• Long Island’s fishing fleet idled.

• Farms and food producers are without markets.



On May 3rd Governor Cuomo announced that the state is 
providing $25 million from the state's special public health 
emergency. 





• Funding provided to 10 regional foodbanks:
• Foodbank for NYC
• Regional Foodbank of Northeastern NY
• Foodbank of Western NY
• Foodbank of Central NY
• Foodlink
• Long Island Cares
• City Harvest
• Foodbank for Westchester
• Foodbank for the Southern Tier
• Island Harvest

• Administered by NYS DOH through emergency contracts (6-months), the funding 
will flow to foodbanks and then to soup kitchens, food pantries and others for 
distribution. 

• Foodbanks will be required to spend these funds on New York sourced products 
in any of three different ways – direct purchase, food drive through event with a 
local producer, and/or voucher program for dairy products. 

• AGM staff will provide support and assistance throughout.



AGM developed a list of known sources of surplus food. This 

includes:

• Sources of cabbage, apples and other produce that is currently in cold 

storage and is not able to be sold due to restaurant and food service 

shutdowns. 

• 48 seafood producers on Long Island as the fishing and shellfish 

industry has been virtually closed with restaurant closures. 

• Nearly 300 dairy producers with products ranging from fluid milk, milk 

powder, condensed milk, yogurt, sour cream, cottage cheese, cream 

cheese, and butter. 

• The list also includes producers of beef, eggs and other farm products 

that have lost markets and have product sitting and available. 



Food Drive-Through Events

• Major focus on Long Island and Upstate Communities.

• Largest distribution involved over 4,500 families on Long Island.



Dairy Vouchers

• The vouchers would be established with various supermarkets, convenience stores and 

food outlets with the foodbank region. 

• The vouchers themselves can be distributed by soup kitchens, food pantries and faith-

based organizations. Redeemable for New York butter, sour cream, cottage cheese, 

yogurt and fluid milk at participating retail locations. 



Nourish NY to date:

The total spend is nearly $11 million.

42% of the food spend is dairy, 33% percent is produce, and 25% is other 
products such as meat, eggs and seafood.

The Nourish NY initiative has now redirected 15.7 million pounds of raw milk, 
or 1,820,020 gallons, into finished products that have made their way into 
households with needs.

1,623 distributions have taken place with an estimated 392,040 
households receiving Nourish NY products.

Nourish NY food purchases have touched 4,089 farms.




